
October 2008 Page 21      The PEOPLE News

Pettus L. Read is editor of
the Tennessee Farm Bureau
News and Director of Com-
munications for the Ten-
nessee Farm Bureau Feder-
ation.  He may be contacted
by e-mail at:

pread@tfbf.com

"Bright moon tonight," I
said as I put my foot on the
fence alongside his worn
brogan.

"It's the
H a r v e s t
Moon," Un-
cle Sid an-
s w e r e d
while puff-
ing on his
pipe and
staring off in
the distance
at the large
o r a n g e -
colored moon. "I've always
enjoyed being outside when
the Harvest Moon first ap-
pears in the fall. It reminds
me of days gone by when
we depended on it to give
us more time to get our
crops harvested. Before
farm equipment had lights,
your ancestors depended on
this moon to give them
more time to get things
done.

It appears nearest the au-

From a distance, I could
see Uncle Sid standing out
by the horse lot with his
foot upon the bottom plank.
I stopped in the shadow of
a tree just to admire the
scene now taking place be-
fore me. Every now and
then, I could see the red
glow from his pipe, as he
would take a draw and then
blow smoke into the night
air. His old dog Sue was
sitting patiently by his side
also taking in the nighttime
solace and the two together,
along with the moon-
washed landscape, looked
as if an artist had just
touched his brush for the
last time to his canvas and
painted this scene. It was a
peaceful image that just
didn't seem right to inter-
rupt; but the old farmer and
his dog had seen me in the
shadows, and with a move-
ment of his hand, I was
invited to join their com-
pany.

from genera-
tion to genera-
tion, take out
his saxophone
shaped pipe
from his
bibbed over-
alls and wait
for an opportu-

nity to tell a yarn or two.
But, for some reason on this
night he was not to be found
in the house.

After asking Aunt Sadie
where he may be and her
suggesting outside near the
barn, I made my way out
into the backyard that was
now showered with light
from a full moon that you
felt like you could reach up
and touch. The large maple
trees cast soft shadows
across the yard and barn lot
making it easy to find my
way out to the barn. It was
as if God's night-light had
been left on for us to enjoy
just a little more time in
these last days of summer.

tumnal equinox. I read last
night in the Old Farmer's
Almanac that equinox
means 'equal night,' when

night and
day are the
same dura-
tion. It can
be in Octo-
ber some
years, but
this year it
is in
S e p t e m -
ber, with
fall begin-

ning on September 22."
He has always amazed me

on his knowledge of real
life and his ability to ex-
plain things in a way that
anyone could understand.
"Are all full moons
named?" I asked.

"The Native Americans
who lived around here, used
the moons to keep up with
the seasons," he went on to
explain. "They named them
all and each name had a

It was mid-September and
we had just finished an out-
standing supper prepared
by Aunt Sadie in the white-
frame farm house that she
and Uncle Sid had shared
for now on 60 years, when
I noticed that the old farmer
was missing from the fam-
ily gathering. It was odd not
to see Uncle Sid over in his
cane back rocker near the
fireplace. That was "his
spot" in the evening and
especially when family
members were visiting fol-
lowing an evening meal. He
would always get up from
the supper table and make
his way over to the chair
that had been passed down

The Harvest Moon Sets The Stage For Fall

meaning. Like next month
we will have the Hunter's
Moon. That was when they
would go out and hunt to
prepare for the winter. After
that is the Frost or Beaver's
Moon and in December we
will have the Long Night's
or Cold Moon due to days
being shorter and nights
longer. But, nowadays,
folks don't fool with those
things. We farm when we
need to, and now with trac-
tors that operate by satel-
lites, modern technology
has taken the moon out of
the farming picture."

Taking a step back from
the fence and looking at me,
I could see a grin on his face
in the moonlight and while
knocking his pipe out on
the heel of his shoe with
little red sparks burning
quickly away into the night
air, he said, "I guess us
farmers are still looking to
the skies for our answers on
making a crop. The only
difference now is NASA
has got involved. But, they
are not as pretty to look at
as a full Harvest Moon and
they sure don't bring you as
close to God as golden
moonlight does either. I'll
still keep trusting the
moon." And, you know, I
think I will too.
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Loaders, Mowers, Backhoes & More
Stop By Soon For A Great Deal

www.ClevelandTractor.net
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5205 N. Lee Hwy • Cleveland, TN 37312
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has opened a second center to serve you

New Hope East
1075 Blythe Avenue, Suite 10

(Family Support Center)

Get the facts you need to make
an informed choice!

Free & Confidential
• Free Pregnancy Test
• 24-hour Hotline - 479-6683
• Options Counseling
• Learning opportunities to earn
    baby and maternity items.
• Parenting Classes
• Opportunities to earn baby and

maternity items.

For more details please call 479-7960
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                                   or 479-6683
You’re not alone!
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1705 Stuart Ave. (Near 17th & Keith)
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Family Pack To Go!
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