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He is everything that the
term "Friend Of Jesus"
would bring to mind of
most people.

This is far from the real
picture of the people Jesus
was close to. Jesus be-
friended the friendless. He

chose to spend his time
with a rough group of
blue-collar fishermen.
These would be the fac-
tory workers of their day.
They were hard working,
low skilled, lower class
folks. They probably
smelled really bad most of
the time. Their language
was rough. They were
course men. Their man-

selves. They were hated
for this. They were
traitors. They robbed their
own people at the edge of
Roman swords. These
were friends of Jesus.

The "good church going
folks," hated Jesus. They
were threatened by him
because he did not play by
their rules. He did not re-
spect their man granted
authority. Jesus called
them out on their abusive
practices of manipulation.
These people used the
threat of hell to accom-
plish their twisted agenda.
They took the words of
God and manipulated
them to fit their purposes.
They were not followers
of God as they claimed to
be. God was a tool to be
used for their own selfish
gains. Many who call
themselves religious have
far too much in common
with these people of Jesus'
day. They claim to be rep-
resenting God when their

hearts are far from Him.
Their motivation is oppo-
site of what God wants it
to be. Their mission is
power and control for
their own satisfaction.
The Ned Flanders charac-
ter means well. Some who
wrap themselves in the
religious and Christian la-
bel are only out for their
own selfish gain at the
expense of everyone else.

Jesus came to serve and
not be served. Jesus came
to give his life so that
others may live. He
stripped himself of his de-
ity and took on humanity
to live among us and die
to pay the penalty of our
sins.

Jesus sees past appear-

On the television show
"The Simpsons", there is
a character named Ned
Flanders. Ned is the
stereotypical Christian.
He is a complete nerd. He
wears a turtle-neck
sweater, bottle glasses and
corduroy pants. He is
always cheerful to the
point of being annoying.
He allows Homer Simp-
son to walk all over him
and take advantage of him
without ever standing up
for himself. Homer
"borrows" his stuff with
no intention of ever re-
turning it and Ned keeps
"loaning" things to him.
He never swears but uses
silly words as expletives.
He is always in church.
He is an overly nice guy.

ners were non-existent.
Not the type of people that
most would want to spend
a lot of time with.

He also had a relation-
ship with a group of peo-
ple that were tax collec-
tors. These people were
the lowest of the lows.
They were the social re-
jects. The Romans were
an occupying force that
were hated for good rea-
son by the Jews. The Ro-
mans were brutal to the
Jews. They used intimi-
dation and torture to rule
with an iron fist. Tax col-
lectors were hired by the
Romans. Their job was to

take the hard earned
money from their fellow
countrymen and give it to
the hated enemy the Ro-
mans. The Romans did
not care how much taxes
were taken as long as their
demanded amount was
paid so tax collectors
would over-charge and
keep the extra for them-

ances and social standing.
He sees the heart of us. He
values and loves us just as
we are. He does not put
people on the scales that
society does to weigh who
is important and who is
not. There is nothing we
can do to make him love
us any more than he al-
ready does. His love is not
dependent upon our ac-
tions. There is nothing we
can do to make him love
us any less. His love is
complete and not based on
our performance.

No matter who you are,
no matter what you have
done, Jesus loves you and
seeks a relationship with
you. You can be a friend
of Jesus.

Friends of
Jesus

All Metal Garage
24 x 24   Call for Prices

Includes:  2  9x7 Garage Doors,
1 Walk-In Door, 1 Window

All Materials & Labor
Installed on your level lot or concrete pad.

Carports
Starting at

$595

Bill Coffey Vinyl Siding & Gutter Co.
2901 Bates Pike, Cleveland Tn.

We Clean Out Gutters and Install Gutter
Covers. We Do Attic and Floor Insulation.

(423) 614-3146      (423) 472-0015

BANKRUPTCY
• REPOSSESSION
• GARNISHMENTS
• FORECLOSURES
• CREDITOR

HARASSMENT

CHAPTERS 7 & 13

Federal law has designated us a debt relief agency.

We help people file for relief under the bankruptcy code.

ROD MILLER, ATTORNEY AT LAW
473-7400   rodlaw@bellsouth.net

Website: www.rodlaw.orgwww.southernsmokehousebbq.com
(Call-ins Welcome / Catering Available)

1705 Stuart Ave. (Near 17th & Keith)
Tues, Wed, Thurs 11a - 7p, Fri, Sat 11a-8p, Sun 11:30a-2p

Full Rack Ribs, Pork, Beef,
Smoked Half Chicken,

Super Loaded Potatoes

Family Pack To Go!
Feeds Family of 4 - $15.99
Feeds Family of 6 - $24.99

Take-Out OnlySouthern Smokehouse

1705 Stuart Ave.

Cleveland, TN 473-0620

473-0620

SINCE 1946

CALL McCOY AUTO PARTS
395 OCOEE STREET SE.

FOR ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE & EQUIPMENT NEEDS
HYDRAULIC HOSES & HEAVY DUTY TRUCK PARTS

476-8531

SUITS $         .00 UP
Boys Suits
$       .00 UP79 Big & Tall Also

Bradley Square Mall - 479-4545

Est. 1948


