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The first thing I drank when I got back to the United States was sweet
tea. They don’t have anything like that anywhere else in the world. Seeing
my fiancé was like an elaborate movie scene. My uncle Terry surprised
me by coming to see me, and my cat acted like I had never left. All the
memories had been left behind me, but at least I was home. U.S.
Customs was the most hellish experience of my life, but that was over. I
had so much to look forward to.

I flipped on the radio station the next morning, driving in my car, to 96.5
The Mountain. World Class Rock! In Europe, they play American rap and
poppy, techno-ish music with nonsensical lyrics. It would be good to get
back to nice music, and my personal favorites, Jason and Brad in the
morning. They were much more interesting than NPR, which I had been
listening to in order to seem more scholarly to all the cool, hip college
kids.

I was shocked and horrified to discover that it was not Jason and Brad,
but some syndicated show that was way repulsive… and NOT Jason and
Brad. Surely, it was a mistake! No, it was not. And on top of that, they
were playing horrible, crappy tween music. You know, I don’t mind pop
music every now and then, so when I felt like listening to that, I’d turn to the pros
at Alive 105. But The Mountain? They used to ridicule other radio stations for
selling out. They had a great, local base and hilarious DJs.

So why would radio executives decide to make this decision? The Mountain
was in the top 5 of all Chattanooga/Cleveland radio stations. Because their
“numbers had plateaued.” I don’t know if anyone’s been paying attention, but in
today’s world of the Internet and satellite radio and iPods, you’re darn lucky if
your numbers aren’t declining. A mere “plateau” is not a cause for concern and
a complete makeover for your radio station.

In addition, they claim they did thorough research and they decided that this is
what the public wanted. I have no idea who they’ve been talking to, but I haven’t
met a single person who actually enjoys the new format. I hope they lose money
and are forced to revert back. Or maybe they’ll just listen to the public for once.

Other than the loss of my favorite radio station, it is really good to be back in
the States. Driving was really awkward at first, and I forgot my cell phone on a
near daily basis. I almost kind of wish that we could go a day without cars or cell
phones, still, but cities in England are much more walkable than cities in
America.

Now that I’ve been back for a while, I do miss England. It’s really a little
depressing. I always felt a little incomplete in England without my family and
friends and little American conveniences, and now I feel empty in America
without my Cambridge group, daily walks, and other random quirks of jolly ol’
England. I definitely miss it, and will have to be going back … sometime. In the
meantime, I have a wedding to plan!

Homecoming

M A C H U  P I C C H U
R E S TAU R A N T

9413 Apison Pike Suite 106 • Ooltewah, TN 37363
(423) 396-3939

Located in 4 corners next to Subway

ROTISSERIE CHICKEN,
VEGETARIAN &

PERUVIAN STYLE FOOD

Monday - Thursday
10:30 AM - 10:00 PM

Friday
10:00 AM - Sunset

Saturday
Sunset - 12:00 AM

Sunday
11:00 AM - 9:00 PM

LUNCH SPECIALS
Monday - Friday

COME TRY THE BEST HISPANIC FOOD IN TOWN

Competitive Prices on

Copper, Aluminum, Brass, etc.
Shred / Cars - $7.00 per 100 lbs.

1050 Inman Street SE • Cleveland, TN • 423-476-0064
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