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If you are lucky this year,
a songbird will build a nest
somewhere around your
house or yard. Watching
the process of nest building,
to seeing the babies leave
the nest, is a spring time
pleasure. But along with
this pleasure, there is peril.
Baby birds are vulnerable to
many dangers from preda-
tors (mainly cats) and
falling out of the nest. So
what’s a well meaning citi-
zen of the earth to do when
they find an injured or or-
phaned baby bird? There
are many myths and misun-
derstandings about nests,
hatchlings, and fledgling
birds and here they will be
debunked and give you a
guide as to what to do when
you find a bird in need.
After all, very few people
go through life never en-
countering a bird that needs
some help. So arm yourself

with knowledge, the most
important tool to doing the
right thing.

If you should find a
fledgling on the ground,
which is a baby bird with all
his feathers, but is not quite
flying yet, the first thing
you should do is nothing
but watch. Give the bird at
least an hour to see if it is
being tended to by a
mother. Some birds such as
robins and mocking birds
spend about a week on the
ground learning to fly and
find food while being
looked after. If time goes by
and there is no adult in
sight, see if you can find the
nest. We have all heard the
rumor that if you touch a
baby bird, the mother will
abandon it because she will
smell humans. This is not
true. Birds do not have a
well developed sense of
smell, so if you can, place
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the baby back in the nest
and it will be well looked
after.

If however, the bird is
injured, or there is no nest
or mother bird in sight and
you feel that you
have found an or-
phan, the first t&)
thing to do is call
the professionals. [

If you do not =
have a wildlife &
rehabilitation @&
center in your |
area, call a veteri-
narian. Often ™
times, they will
either take the
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direct you to
someone who can. If you
get the idea of taking the
bird in to raise yourself,
think again.

“It is against the law to
keep songbirds if you are
not licensed,” said Jo Ann
Thompson, a long-time li-
censed songbird rehabilita-
tor. “This is true all over the
United States.” Songbirds
are protected by state and
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the federal government and
you must be approved based
on experience and having a
facility to keep the birds that
meets government stan-
dards.

experience will be that of
teaching how to watch a
living thing die due to neg-
ligence.

Raising baby birds is very
involved and time consum-
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If the thought of going
against the law doesn’t de-
ter you from bringing home
baby, then knowing what
you are getting into might.
Yes, the thought of raising
a wild bird that may turn
into a beloved family pet
sounds like fun and educa-
tional for your children, but
if you don’t know what you
are doing, the educational

. ing. First of all,

. theyhavetobe
p fed every 30
minutes from
dawn  until
dusk. This
alone is a diffi-
cult task for
those who
have their own
|| families to
*_feed and lives
" to live. And if
- you feed it the
- wrong thing,
you could kill it. You also
have to take the place of the
mother bird by making sure
they are always warm. A
chill could be the end for
them.

So, if you find a bird in
need, call a professional or
look up wildlife rehabilita-
tors on the Web. Good in-
tentions can go awry and
this is one way you can help
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give songbirds a leg up.
The other most important
thing we can do is to be a
responsible pet owner.

“Fifty-percent of all the
birds I get are injured or
orphaned because of a cat,”
Thompson said. Felines are
the number two destructive
force of songbird popula-
tions, only second to habitat
destruction. So, if you have
a cat that is used to his
romps outside, try to limit
or do away with this habit
during the nest and
fledgling season. Distract
kitty with a good game of
Chase the String and soon
he will forget about going
out for a hunt.

Melissa Kay Bishop is a
journalist and wildlife hob-
byist living in Oak Ridge,
Tennessee. After years of
volunteering and working
with creatures great and
small, she now chronicles
the ones who visit her own
yard. She can be reached at
backporchranger@gmail.com.
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* Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu ages 5-96

* Taekwando Lessons ages 4-94
* Family Discounts

* Unlimited Attendance

* Classes Monday - Saturday

* Nationally Certified Instructors
* Summer Karate Camp
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185 Mouse Creek Rd.
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(Next to Car Wash)
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Enroll your kids in a FUN activity they can start now and
stay involved in all year ‘round. Best of all they’re never
bored because they’ll learn something new EVERY DAY.

Prospect Grocery

We serve breakfast, lunch and dinner!

“great value for a low price”

Biscuits are made fresh daily, with fresh eggs and
homemade sausage.

339-5879 » 2540 Keith St.Cleveland
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Specialty Beads
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_Quilting Fabric & More!
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Come try our

hamburger steak. '
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150 First St. N.E.

(Corner of 1st St. & Church St.)
Call for Hours

423-715-2908
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7:30 a.m. to 6:30p.m.
On the corner of
Freewill Road and
Harrison Pike

*old Sherlin’s location*
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