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By Tonya Brantley

I couldn’t help but no-
tice lately that more and
more people have become
interested only in their
personal gain. Perhaps it
has a lot to do with the
current economic situa-
tion or the fact that we are
now experiencing one of
the highest unemployment
rates our country has seen
in a long time. More often
than not, the people I have
come across seem to be a
lot more insensitive, and
mean-spirited. What ever
happened to the days
when people in our soci-
ety were less rude and
insensitive to others
around them. Don’t get
me wrong, there are days
when I’m in a bad mood
and just don’t want to as-
sociate with people. How-
ever, no matter how bad
I’m feeling or how bad my
mood may be, I still try
my hardest not to take it

out on others. As a matter
of fact, as I go throughout
my day, I try to do at least
one simple act of kindness
for someone around me.
Whether it be someone I
know or a perfect stranger,
it just makes me feel better
to do something nice for
someone else.

These simple acts of
kindness don’t have to
cost you a thing or be
extravagant. They can be
nothing more than a nice
compliment, a helping
hand, a caring action, a
nice gesture, a good deed
or simply a smile. Ever
hear of the saying, a smile
breeds a smile? I believe
that is true the majority of
the time.

Last month on Mother’s
Day, I found a wallet on
the side of the road next to
my house. It was a pink
wallet with the Zodiac
sign of Sagittarius embroi-

dered on it. At first, I
thought it may have been
a child’s wallet, but upon
further inspection, I real-
ized that it actually be-
longed to a 57 year old
woman. I knew this be-
cause inside were several
cards including a prescrip-
tion card, insurance card
and a TennCare card with
the lady’s name and birth
date on them. Inside was
also a card with the words
“This wallet belongs to:”
with her name, address
and a phone number
listed. There wasn’t a
driver’s license or money
in the wallet, so I assumed
the wallet was stolen,
emptied of everything but
the insurance cards, then
tossed out on the side of
the road. I attempted to
contact the owner of the
wallet by calling the num-
ber, however it had been
disconnected. So, I de-

cided to do the next best
thing, return it to her in
person.

I had her name and ad-
dress, so I looked up the
street name and discov-
ered that it was about 2 or
3 miles away from my
house. So, with the pink
wallet in hand, I drove to
the address, walked up to
the house and knocked on
the door. A slender older
black lady in a colorful
summer dress opened the
door. I asked her if I had
the correct address and
she said yes. When I asked
her her name and she told
me the name from the
cards, I told her I found
something that belonged
to her and presented her
with the pink wallet. She
said, “My wallet! I’ve
been tearing this house
upside down inside and
out looking all over for it!
Where did you find it?”

When I told her it was on
the side of the road near
my house she asked,
“What was it doing way
over there?” I told her I
had attempted to call her
number and she told me
her phone had recently
been turned off. She in-
formed me that she had
several upcoming doctor’s
appointments and that she
desperately needed her
medical cards. She gave
me a big hug and thanked
me for returning her wallet
and said, “How can I ever
thank you enough?” I told
her that her smile was
thanks enough.

For the rest of my day, I
had a permanent smile on
my face and a “warm and
fuzzy” feeling inside for

doing what I would have
wanted someone to do for
me if I had lost my wallet.
To me, returning the wal-
let was a simple act of
kindness. I didn’t think
twice about doing it, I just
did it because it was the
right thing to do.

I believe wholeheartedly
that our lives will be much
more fulfilling if we all
take the time to treat oth-
ers how we would want to
be treated and take the
time to do at least one act
of kindness each day.
Whether it be random or
planned, big or small, for
someone we know or a
stranger we have yet to
meet, good deeds and kind
actions can go a long way.

I expect to pass through
this world but once; any
good thing, therefore, that
I can do, or any kindness
that I can show to any
fellow creature, let me do
it now. Let one not defer
or neglect it, for I shall not
pass this way again.

- anonymous

—— Simple Acts of Kindness ——

Study The Bible With Us
Learn of End Time Delusions

Left Behind Series The Rapture
7-Year Trib Theory Protestant Reformation

Antichrist Islam in Prophecy

The Bible Way + Call 478-5576 + 7pm Friday's

Directions:
Sahara Dr. (across from Keith St. Hardee's)
Middle of the Block on the Right Hand Side

2 Th 2:10b Because they received not the love of the
Truth, that they might be saved v11: And for this
cause of God shall send them strong delusion that

they should believe a lie.

Home Cooked Goodness! 3905 Michigan Avenue Road  • Cleveland, TN 37323
423-472-7205 (Mon-Fri 11a-7p, Sat 3p-7p, Sun 11a-3p)

CATERING AVAILABLE

� Family owned and operated. You will
experience the difference.

� We prepare all of our entrees and specials
each and every day.

� Just a short drive for prepared to order food
like Grandma makes.

� We Are New to Cleveland but Experienced
in Fresh Tasting Food and Service.

Our Burgers are Fresh 100% Angus Beef!!!

HELP THE ECONOMY BY SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES

Kids
Craft Night

Every Tuesday
*rules apply

10% discount for
Senior Citizens,
25% from 2p-5p
includes lunch, specials

More For Your Money At Mary’s

• Bedroom • Misc.
• Dining • Bedding • Tables

Choose the fabric
on your

Living Room Set

“Best Prices In Town”

FULL LINE OF
FURNITURE

• 90 Day Layaway •
• 12 Months Same As Cash •

(423) 476-2142 • 1360 Wildwood Ave., Cleveland


