Page 18

By Ned Hickson

When I was a kid I had a
book called Mysteries of the
Unexplained that contained
Amazing But True! stories
aimed at stirring the imagina-
tion, eliciting a sense of won-
der, and prolonging the bed-
wetting experience by at
least three years. I’d huddle
beneath the covers with my
flashlight and read about
strange psychic phenomena
documented by real scien-
tists, physicists, private in-
vestigators, and the occa-
sional freaked-out paranor-
mal expert who, at the end of
the story, usually abandoned
his profession to become a
plumber:

“Even now, after all these
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Take it from me: You can’t run from static electricity

years, I can still feel those icy
fingers whenever a cold
breeze blows across my butt
crack...”

Though the book was
mostly about ghosts, aliens,
strange disappearances and
creepy folklore (...so stand
alone in the dark, if you dare.
Hold a mirror and repeat the
words “Sassafras Sally.”
And prepare to be slapped by
a pair of wet tea bags), it was
spontaneous human combus-
tion that really got to me. I
think it’s because, in my
mind, ghosts, aliens, strange
disappearance and folklore
could all be avoided by exer-
cising a little caution.

Spot an alien spaceship?
Run.

Worried about Sassafras
Sally? Introduce her to Chi
tea.

Concerned about taking a
cruise through the Bermuda
Triangle? Go to Disneyland
and settle for the “Pirates of
the Caribbean” instead.

But burst into flames in the
middle of Mrs. Frump’s
sixth-grade classroom, and
chances are you’d be reduced
to a pair of smoking sneakers
long before you could ac-
quire a hall pass and make it
to a water source. Because of
this fear, I mapped out the
location of every fire extin-
guisher and water fountain at
Jane Adams Elementary, and
remained within eight feet of
something to douse myself
with throughout much of the
sixth grade. Suffice it to say,
except for visiting the public
pool and local fire station, I
missed most of my class field
trips.

I’m 42 now, and, aside
from “All-You-Can-Eat Fri-
jole Night” at Jose’s Cantina,
I’ve overcome my fear of
spontaneously combusting.
At least until yesterday.

That’s when “Peggy” from
our composition department
handed me a news article
about a man in Warrnam-
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bool, Australia whose
clothes spontaneously built
up 40,000 volts of static
electricity. According to
Frank Clewers, he was un-
aware of being a human
power grid until a secretary
noticed his shoes were burn-
ing a hole in the office car-
pet. After several awkward
minutes of misinterpreting
his secretary’s warnings of
“You’re sizzling!” and
“You’re making my hair
stand up!” as sexual innu-
endo, Frank realized what
was happening and con-
tacted the fire department.
Fire official Henry Barton
believes it was the combina-
tion of Frank's woolen shirt
and synthetic nylon jacket
rubbing together that cre-
ated a charge “just shy of
spontaneous combustion.”

I’m no electrician, but had
shag carpet been involved, 1
doubt Frank would still be
alive.

After reading about this

incident, I thanked “Peggy”
(whom I used to like), then
slowly removed my nylon
coat and wool sweater, trying
to generate as little friction as
possible, by cutting them
from my body with a pair of
scissors. That’s because I’'m
one of those people who’s
constantly building up small
amounts of static electricity.
Our cat became aware of this
phenomenon after rubbing
on my leg once. This was
followed by a loud “pop,” a
blue flash, and our cat per-
forming a hissing cartwheel.

Needless to say, thanks to
“Peggy,” my condition has

now escalated from minor
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annoyance to full-blown
phobia. I no longer leave the
house without a copper wire
running from my undershorts
to the ground, and I go
through at least four cans of
“Cling Free” a day.

I’'m sure I’'ll eventually
overcome my fear again. In
the meantime, I really need
to finish mapping out the
extinguishers and water
sources in our office.

(You can write to Ned
Hickson at nhick-
son@oregonfast.net, or at
the Siuslaw News at P.O. Box
10, Florence, OR. 97439, or
visit  his  website  at
www.nedhickson.net/blog/)

BUSINESS

Online

www.ClevelandBradleyBusiness.com

Double Hung Vinyl Windows

In The Industry!

Strongest Glass Package

Minimum 5 windows Up to 101 united inches.

3485 Waterlevel Hwy.

4720400
5189 nstawLen

FINANCING
AVAILABLE W.A.C.

=
 _____J

WE SELL
ENERGY
STAR

L

¢ Factory Direct
e Lifetime Warranty

oy
-

T

-

-

- =

| =———=—:]

MADE IN USA

$3 OFF Coupon

Good only Mon thru Thurs ¢ Expires 6-30-08

“The Whole 9
Yards” Car Wash

FULL DETAIL SHOP
Carpet Shampoo startingat $19.95 exp. 6300
Hand Wax Starting at $29. 95 Exp. 6-30-08

431 Inman St.

472-6126



