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joellawler@yahoo.com

I was talking to a friend of
mine who has a son who is
twenty years old. He said,
"When they are born, you
hold them close and tightly
to yourself, then from that

day on you slowly are let-
ting go".

Letting go is tough but it
is necessary. As a dad, I
want to hold onto each mo-
ment and for them not to
change. I also want them to
have a life of their own.

My eldest is a vegetarian.
She has not eaten meat for
over a year. There is part of
me that wants to tell her to
eat meat because she needs

I would find much common
ground on. She knew this.
She also thought this out
and decided to support him
for her own reasons. She
was not doing it to rebel or
be difficult. She has a mind
of her own and came to the
conclusion that Obama was
the right person to be presi-
dent.

We have talked about pol-
itics and I have discussed
why I believe what I be-
lieve. She feels differently
about things. I would like
for her to see it my way but
I love the fact that she is
strong enough and smart
enough to weigh the
choices and stand by her
convictions.

God communicates to us
in many ways. He uses na-
ture, the Bible, people, sto-
ries and many other things
to make himself and his
ways known to us. He cre-
ated us with the ability to
weigh the evidence and de-
cide for ourselves what we
are going to believe about
him. He desires that we

know the truth about him
but he does not force it
down our throats.

Love is a choice. We get
to choose to love God. It is
a part of how God made us.

My eldest turned 15 on
New Year's Eve. I really am
enjoying the person that she
is and the young lady that
she is growing into.

There is a picture of her
that I really love. She is just
a few weeks old and I have
her tucked into my shirt.
Her little face is so beautiful
and peaceful. When I
would get home from work,
my wife would hand her to
me. I would sit with her and
listen to her coos as she
would drift off to sleep. It
was my favorite part of the
day.

It is hard to see her grow-
ing more and more inde-
pendent. I often joke with
my kids and tell them to
"Stop growing up!". My
littlest guy will say back to
me, "I can't help it".

the protein. She is not done
growing yet. There is an-
other part of me that knows
that this is a part of her
breaking away to be her
own person. She made this
decision on her own.

As we go through life,
God does not control us. He
allows us to make our own
decisions. We are not his
puppets. He has designed
each of us with a purpose
and desires that we seek the

path that he created for us.
He wants us to want to have
a relationship with him. He
does not force it on us. He
waits patiently for us to
choose to love him.

My daughter came home
from school with Obama
buttons on her purse. She
supported him during the
election. I am not a big fan
of his at all. I doubt there
are many issues that he and

On inauguration day, my
daughter sent me a celebra-
tory picture of Obama.

I responded by choosing
to send her a picture of a
ham.

Growing
Up

All Metal Garage
24 x 24   Call for Prices

Includes:  2  9x7 Garage Doors,
1 Walk-In Door, 1 Window

All Materials & Labor
Installed on your level lot or concrete pad.

OTHER

SIZES

AVAILABLE

Bill Coffey Vinyl Siding & Gutter Co.
2901 Bates Pike, Cleveland Tn.

We Clean Out Gutters and
Install Gutter Covers.

(423) 614-3146      (423) 472-0015

Full line of Musical Instruments &
Accessories for the Creative Musician

Free Re-Stringing
with purchase of strings

BUY • SELL • TRADE
505 Inman Street

476-7951

Avoid Mistakes in Buying
Long-Term Care Insurance

Each of us should develop a plan for how we’ll pay for our care someday. Buying
long term care insurance depends on your situation and assessment of the risks.

FREE booklet is available that shows how to save costs, determine if
you need Long-Term Care insurance, and the risk vs benefit margin.
Call 423-584-0423, 24 hours, and get your copy of the booklet that is
must reading for anyone with assets to protect and a family they care
about. The report is for people under age 80 who do not already have
Long-Term Care insurance.

IT’S YOUR FUTURE- PLAN IT!
Call 423-584-0423  24 hours for Free Booklet

A service of Senior Advisement Group

CHEF
THE478-2668

126 Keith St. • Cleveland
(Across from the Village Green)
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