
Warning: Before flushing remote-controlled toilet,
duck behind inflatable sofa
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Hello, and welcome to
another edition of High-
Tech Watch, a consumer
information guide to the lat-
est technology, and the ex-
citing items you can expect
to see following the even-
tual collapse of the Con-
sumer Products Safety
Commission.

We begin in Scotland,
where textile researchers
are currently working to
perfect material that can
generate and store electric-
ity. This would allow wear-
ers of clothing made with
“Smart Yarn” to generate
their own power for things
like cell phones, pocket ra-
dios, Game Boys, or, in the
case of a full-length muu

muu worn by Shaquille
O’Neal, a small Chicago
suburb.

The technology is rela-
tively simple, and dates
back to the early 1970s,
when a combination of cor-
duroy pants, wool socks
and shag carpeting was
blamed on the electrocution
deaths of several people in
the U.S. and Canada.

According to Scotland re-
searchers, they are close to
finding a way of harnessing
that power while, at the
same time, reviving as few
fashions from the 1970s as
possible.

Next, we have Spanish
designer Marti Guixe, cre-
ator of the “Flamp,” a phos-
phorescent lamp that ab-
sorbs light from other
sources and can illuminate
a room for up to 20 minutes
without electricity once the
lights go out.

Sounds pretty cool.
Except for the fact that,

once I turn the lights out,

it’s usually because I want
to go to sleep. And I should
mention that the “Flamp”
doesn’t come with an “Off”
switch, which means that,
unless you regularly read
before bed, you will need to
find a way of killing the 20
minutes it takes your
“Flamp” to fade out each
night.

My suggestion is to hold
it directly under your chin,
make a scary face, and then
peek into your neighbors’
windows before bed time.
Eventually, they will get
used to it and begin to wel-
come your nightly visits.

Or, quite possibly, you’ll
get your “Flamp” shot off
the very first night.

Either way, your problem
will be solved. Also on the
high-tech home front is
something that is sure to
re-kindle fond memories of
that first apartment.

No, I’m not talking about
cardboard coffee tables, but
the next best thing—inflat-

able furniture. That’s right,
for a mere $800, you can
again have the same bed-
room ensemble you once
paid $6 for. In addition,
Ikea USA, makers of the
new inflatable furniture,
also offers sofas and chairs
made from a “special plas-
tic” that’s guaranteed to last
for 10 years—which is
about how long it will take
for you to blow up your
new six-piece living room
set once it arrives.

And finally, we go to
Tokyo, where a recent trade
show featuring “Homes of
Tomorrow” unveiled the
perfect example of what
happens when technology
meets toiletry. I’m talking,
of course, about a new com-
puterized toilet introduced
by Matsushita Electric.

(And let me just say right
now that the idea of sitting
on a toilet designed by a
company with the word
“electric” in its name
doesn’t exactly thrill me.)

According to Matsushita,
the new Laboratory Toilet
has a number of improve-
ments over older toilet de-
signs, including a remote
control flushing system.

This is particularly useful
when... Or should you
somehow... Or in the event
that there’s a... Nope. I hon-
estly can’t think of a single
reason I’d need to flush my

toilet from anywhere other
than the bathroom. And if I
ever DO need to gain a safe
distance from my commode
before flushing, finding the
remote will be the least of
my worries.

- Write to Ned Hickson at
the Siuslaw News, P.O. Box
10, Florence, OR. 97439,
or visit his website at:

www.nedhickson.net

.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

by Ned Hickson

"A Dollar & A Deed
is all you need" at Luv Homes

of Sweetwater.
We have in house financing
with rates as low as 5.99%.

Featuring Clayton Homes
 Luv Homes of Sweetwater
Hwy 68 and I-75 • (423) 337-5992


