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President-Elect Attacks First Amendment...
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“Broadcasters must reach
beyond the business sector
and look for leaders [think
community organizers] in
the civic, religious, and
non-profit sectors that reg-
ularly serve the needs of
the community, particu-
larly the needs of minority
groups that are typically
poorly served by the
broadcasting industry as a
whole.”

* Bowing to this pressure
even while Bush is still
President, the FCC pro-
posed on January 24, 2008,
the creation of permanent
station advisory boards
comprised of local officials
and other community lead-
ers, to periodically advise
them of local needs and
issues to ensure content
diversity on the air.

* Any station that fails to
placate these “local com-
munity leaders” would
then be subject to license

revocation by the FCC with
an accelerated license re-
view every two years as
opposed to the current eight
years. This would allow
each station license in
America to be attacked
twice during just one
Obama term.

Question: What organiza-
tion first used “localism” at
the FCC in this fashion?
Answer:  The  United
Church of Christ, Rev.
Jeremiah Wright’s highly-
politicized denomination.
UCC has an entity called
the Office of Communica-
tion, Inc., which success-
fully took a broadcast li-
cense away from a South-
ern station it felt was not
covering the civil rights
movement fairly. This is
just one reason John Mc-
Cain should have realized
Rev. Wright was fair game
in the campaign.

This, then, is the historical
template that Obama,
Podesta, and their FCC

maven Rivera intend to use
to do something about the
curse of conservative talk
radio in America: Redefine
FCC “localism” to give
community activists the
right to demand more local,
liberal content. If station
ownership does not com-
ply, then licenses will be
revoked and given to mi-
nority owners.

One of the more clever
aspects of this “localism”
plan is that, should a station
lose its license to a liberal
owner whose content will
reflect his/her views, then
there will be no Fairness
Doctrine around to require
equal time from aggrieved
conservative listeners.

Christian radio stations
will be saddled with local
Muslim “advisory boards”
demanding equal time and
getting it. The Brave New
World awaits.

Jack Thompson is a writer
and former lawyer in Mi-
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ami who was Janet Reno's
Republican opponent in
1988 for State Attorney. He
secured the first broadcast
decency fines ever levied by
the FCC (1989) and repre-
sented Oliver North at the
1992 Time Warner share-
holders meeting, persuad-
ing TW to pull rapper Ice-
T's "Cop Killer" from store
shelves worldwide. He can
be reached at amendmen-
tone(@comcast.net.
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