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Does anyone know
where I can find a good
lawyer for a chicken? I
don't mean some "dumb
cluck" who would avoid
doing his lawyerly job of
representing the rights of
chickens in a court of law,
but one who would truth-
fully look out for the wel-
fare of his foul client be-
fore a foxy attorney work-
ing for the Colonel, the
MacNugget clown, Old
MacDonald or even those
cows who push chicken-
eating out on the bill-
boards of our interstates. I
need one who will put the
lowly chicken on a

- pedestal
% rather than a
‘f; platter  and
. won't run

around with
his head cut-
off, as has
been the rule
in the past.

We  need
someone who will handle
their suits before a judge
serving on today's roosts,
I mean benches, who may
side with the nugget
crowd putting the poor
chicken in the county
coop.

If you think I need to be
visited by the fellows who
put those white coats on
people that lace up in the
back, you may want to
wait just a little bit until
you read my reasoning for
writing the previous para-
graph. Not that you have
not wondered about me
before, and I'm sure you
have had good reason for
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questioning my sanity, but
the beginning paragraph
makes good sense if you
have been keeping up with
recent appointments up in
our nation's capital. It
seems one appointee, sug-
gested by our president,
thinks animals should be
allowed to bring suit to
protect their rights and if
he gets the job as head of
the White House Office of
Information and Regula-
tory Affairs, chicken law
may become a possible
career for new law stu-
dents.

Harvard law professor
Cass Sunstein has been
picked by President
Obama as a candidate to
head up the Office of In-
formation and Regulatory
Affairs. The one in charge
of this important position
has the power to review
and assess all draft regula-
tions proposed by the ad-
ministration and Professor

Sunstein has made some
statements in public and
print that has the agricul-
tural and hunting commu-
nities concerned.

In a recent news report it
stated that in a speech at
Harvard in 2007, he called
for the banning of hunting
in the United States. We
all remember the uproar in
England when the ban on
fox hunting occurred a
few years back and if you
think that was something
to see back then, it will be
a small gathering com-
pared to what would hap-
pen in this country if you
tried to stop hunting in the
U.S. based on the welfare
of animals.

It is reported in his book
"Animal Rights: A Very
Short Primer," he wrote,
"There should be exten-
sive regulation of the use
of animals in entertain-
ment, in scientific experi-
ments, and in agriculture."

He has also suggested in
some of his writings that
animals should be permit-
ted to sue humans and that
is where my first para-
graph idea grew from. All
of his suggestions are
troubling to me as an agri-
culturalist, and giving an
individual the authority
Sunstein would have in
regulatory affairs in this
position would only
worsen agriculture's situa-
tion in today's off-the-wall
regulation laden govern-
ment system. This is one
appointment that needs to
be checked out. Those in
animal agriculture, sports
hunting and any animal
related industry could be
directly affected as new
regulations come down
from the administration
and interpretations are
made of new laws by this
high office.

It is my opinion that I
don't think his beliefs have
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changed from the time he
suggested extensive regu-
lations be implemented on
animals in agriculture, to
his current hearings for
this appointment. The hu-
mane treatment of animals
is important and agricul-
ture has stressed that many
times, but common sense
is also vital in the regula-
tion of our food industry.
I support humane care of
all our animals but I can
not accept animals and hu-
mans as equals.

It is time for Washington
to take a closer look at all
those who get the nod for
appointments. If not, the
chicken lawyers will soon
take over.

-Pettus L. Read is editor
of the Tennessee Farm Bu-
reau News and Director of
Communications for the
Tennessee Farm Bureau
Federation. He may be
contacted by e-mail at:

pread@tfbf-com
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