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—— Music Brings People Together ——

As far back as I can re-
member, [ have always
been a music lover. Not just
the simple act of listening to
music, but actually playing
it. When I was very young,
my parents recognized my
enthusiasm for playing the
piano. So, to encourage me,
they bought me an electric
keyboard. I learned to play
it so well, my parents de-
cided to buy me a piano
(with a little persuasion
from me of course). From
that day on, the rest, as they
say, was history.

I began taking piano
lessons and after about two
years, I no longer needed
them. Along with reading
music, I had and still have
the ability to “play-by-ear”
as well. With a little prac-
tice, I can usually pick out
and play a song without
looking at sheet music or
guitar tablature. I say tabla-
ture, because within the
past five years, I’ve also
taught myself how to play
the guitar.

I had always had a pas-
sion for guitar, mainly be-
cause it was the instrument
of choice for my older
brother Patrick when he
was about ten years old.
While I was learning to play
the piano, he was learning
to play the guitar. Patrick

was and is an exceptional
guitarist in my eyes. When
we were younger, the two
of us used to learn songs
together, he on guitar and
me on keyboard. I still have
a recording of the two of us
playing “Pipeline” by the
Ventures. Every time T lis-
ten to it, it brings back
happy memories of times
when my brother and I ac-
tually got along. It wasn’t
that we despised each other,
but as siblings will do, we
often didn’t see eye to eye.
But through music we did,
except when he would get
mad at me for sneaking in
his room and trying to play
his guitars.

It wasn’t until about five
years ago that I actually
decided to learn to play the
guitar. A friend of mine
owned a music store and I
would often visit and pick
out chords on the guitar
strings by looking at the
chord chart posters on the
wall. Amazed at my ability
to play them quite easily, |
was encouraged to continue
learning. I got my guitar, a
cream colored Fender Stra-
tocoustic (acoustic-electric)
for a birthday present and
fell in love with playing
music all over again. I af-
fectionately named her
“Fendy.”

Since Fendy came into
my life, I have learned all
types of songs, from hard
rock to country and every-
thing in between. I’'m still a
little rusty when it comes to
playing the fast finger-
picking stuff, but as I have
learned all to well, practice
makes perfect and with
time it will come. A few
months ago I went to visit
my brother and his family
and I brought Fendy along
with me. Patrick and I fell
right into the groove once
again playing music to-
gether, except this time
both of us on guitar. You
can imagine my reaction
when Patrick asked, “When
did you learn to play better
than me?” All I could do
was smile. I could tell he
was proud of his little sister.

Recently, I had the oppor-
tunity to pass along my mu-
sical  skills to my
boyfriend’s son, Timmy
Jones. This was the first
time I had met Timmy and
I was a little nervous in
doing so. I don’t have much
in common with thirteen
year old boys. Or so I
thought.

Like many young men his
age, Timmy loves to play
video games, in particular...
Guitar Hero. Having known
this, I asked him if he had
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ever played a real guitar. He
said, “Once, when I was
four or five my uncle let me
play his, but that was the
only time.” I took this as my
opportunity to “break the
ice” and proceeded to grab
Fendy and hand her to him.
The nervousness I felt dis-
appeared in doing so. I said,
“Here ya go.. have atit.” He
strummed a little and said,
“I don’t know how to play.”
So I began to teach him
some basics.

Timmy’s ability to learn
and remember very quickly
what I taught him aston-
ished me. I began with a
few chords, then melody’s
of a couple of songs he
knew, one he heard playing
Guitar Hero, the intro to
Metallica’s song “One,” the
other was the theme song
from watching King of the
Hill. T could tell the finger
coordination he had learned
from Guitar Hero helped
him play a real guitar. As I
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taught him note by note, he
soon had them “down-pat.”
I also taught him how to
remember the names of the
strings, how to read tabla-
ture and how to tune a gui-
tar to itself by ear. The next
day, I tested him and drop
tuned the strings except for
the top one and told him I
was going to quiz him on
what he learned the day
before. To my amazement,
he remembered how to tune
the guitar to itself. More
amazing than that, It was
perfectly in tune. Knowing
that what I taught Timmy
would stay with him his
whole life, I felt the same
pride I’'m sure my brother
had felt month’s earlier
when I played guitar with
him.

Timmy has since ac-

quired a real guitar of his
own and continues to add
more to his repertoire. |
look forward to future visits
so that I can someday ask
him, “When did you learn
to play better than me?”

"Music does bring people
together. It allows us to
experience the same emo-
tions. People everywhere
are the same in heart and
spirit. No matter what lan-
guage we speak, what color
we are, the form of our
politics or the expression of
our love and our faith, mu-
sic proves: We are the
same." - John Denver
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